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YORP Unit 40 – What Our Graduates Say… 

 

Top Level, 5/5, everyone should do this course. 

Emanuele Casarino – Benetti – Operations Director 

 

Without doubt one of the best training sessions I have ever attended! The course and its contents 

were extremely interesting and the teachers made it an absolutely amazing experience.  

Daniela Petrozzi – Benetti – Sales Director 

 

An amazing journey to learn more about yourself, improving behaviour and connection with the 

people around you. 

Marco De Cosmo – Benetti – Head of Project Management, Custom 

 

The YORP Unit 40 course, delivered by the Superyacht Leadership Academy, has been a 

transformative journey of learning and personal growth. This outstanding educational experience 

has significantly strengthened my confidence and enhanced my communication skills — 

particularly through a deeper understanding of the power of listening, alongside a host of other 

critical competencies. The course provided invaluable insights into my own strengths and how 

best to apply them within the demanding and multifaceted role of an Owner’s Representative. I 

now feel fully equipped to deliver a professional, capable, and trusted service to the clients I 

represent. A heartfelt thank you to the Superyacht Leadership Academy, and to Martin Mainey 

and Paul Bridge — both exceptional tutors who made this course truly impactful. 

Kerry Ballard – Superyacht Sales UK 

 

An inspirational and memorable experience. Unit 40 exceeded my highest expectations on so 

many levels. 

Kurt Gutteridge – Managing Partner – NAS Naval Architectural Services 

 

Pivotal. The course exceeded my expectations. It offers a lot of value in terms of the skills we 

gained, the experience with the shipyard and the connections we made. The trainers were the 

highlight of this course. Paul and Martin are quite different in terms of communication and energy 

but they complement each other very nicely. 

Julie Chitaeva – Managing Director – Seanesthisis Yachting Services 

 

It was inspiring to see so many professional people reflect, connect, and group together in 4 days, 

the trainers are extraordinary. The YORP course is a focused program designed to help people 

build confidence and essential life skills. Through interactive workshops, group discussions and 
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creative activities participants learned how to express themselves, 

manage challenges, and work effectively with others. The sessions are supportive and engaging, 

creating a safe space to grow socially. It’s a great opportunity to meet new people share 

experience and develop a positive mindset for the future. 

Elisabetta Di Noto – Benetti – Project Manager 

 

A highly informative and professionally delivered course that combines theory with real-world 

scenarios. It’s perfect for anyone looking to better understand the responsibilities and challenges 

of yacht project management from the owner's side. 

The trainers were clearly passionate about the subject matter and sincerely invested in our 

learning. Their energy, openness, and real-world experience added great value to the course. 

The environment felt safe, supportive, and non-judgmental. The way the trainers facilitated the 

group made it easy to speak honestly and engage in meaningful discussions. 

Deyns Yermakoff – Owner’s Representative 

 

Excellent leadership course with self-study OR module. Great networking experience with 

renowned shipyard and other professionals. Highly recommended to improve team working skills 

and adopt techniques to effectively work and communicate with others. Great OR team working 

scenarios that highlight the importance of effective communication. 

YORP Unit 40 Graduate - Yacht Designer and Naval Architect, Italy 

 


